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CORPORATE SELECT COMMITTEE  
 
 
Meeting: Tuesday 19 January 2016 at 6.30 pm in Pavilion Gardens, Buxton 
 
Present: Councillor Barrow (Chairman) 
 

Councillors Claff, Douglas, Grooby, Hardy, Helliwell, Huddlestone, Lomax, A 
McKeown, R McKeown, Perkins, Sizeland, G Wharmby and J Wharmby. 
 
Councillors Ashton, Easter, Kemp, McCabe, Robins and Thrane were also in 
attendance. 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Sloman. 

 
16/40  MINUTES 
  (Agenda item 4) 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 30 November 2015 be approved as a 
correct record. 

 
16/41 HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT (HRA) BUSINESS PLAN – FURTHER 

DEVELOPMENT 
 (Agenda item 5) 
 
 The Committee considered the way forward for the further development of the 

Council’s Housing Revenue Account (HRA) business plan.   
 
 Reference was made to the anticipated effect of the Government’s required 

rent reduction of 1% per annum for four years, which meant that the HRA was 
now unsustainable and required a fundamental review.  It was queried 
whether there were sufficient resources within the Council’s asset 
management service to meet demand, and reference was further made to the 
rate at which debts may be cleared within the life of the plan. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
  

1. That the Executive be recommended to: 
• Note the updated HRA financial position as detailed in section 8 of the 

report; 
• Agree that the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy 

(CIPFA) and the Chartered Institute of Housing (CIH) Voluntary Code 
for Self Financed HRA be adopted; 

• Notes the initial assessment against the code as detailed in section 
10.2; 

• Agrees the approach proposed for the development of the Council’s 
HRA Business Plan as set out in section 11; and 
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2. That a Sub-Committee be established jointly with Housing Select 

Committee to develop the business plan over the next 12 months, with the 
following members being appointed: Councillors Barrow, A McKeown, 
Grooby, Robins and J Wharmby. 

 
16/42  OPTIONS FOR THE USE OF RIGHT TO BUY RECEIPTS 
  (Agenda item 6) 
 

The Committee considered a report which sought approval to introduce a 
grants programme to spend the Right to Buy receipts (RTB), where it was 
suggested that Registered providers will be invited to bid for funding to deliver 
new affordable specialist housing across the borough. 
 
Assurances were sought and received that plans were in place to enable the 
first tranche of receipts to be spent by 31 March 2016. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the Executive be recommended to: 

• Approve the option outlined in the report to develop a grants 
programme with local registered providers to spend the Right to Buy 
receipts and provide new specialist affordable homes; 

• Approve in accordance with the Financial Procedure Rules, capital 
expenditure of £488,000 to award grants to registered providers to help 
fund new specialist affordable homes across the High Peak; 

• Delegate the decision to award each grant to the Executive Councillor 
for Housing by way of an Individual Executive decision; 

• Produce an annual report on the scheme setting out progress, funding 
and outcomes; 
 

2. That pursuant to Select Committee Procedure Rule 12.3, the call in 
procedure be waived in view of the urgent nature of the decision. 
 

16/43  UPDATE ON GROWTH STRATEGY 
  (Agenda item 7) 
 

The Committee considered a report which outlined the development of the 
Growth Strategy for High Peak and sought approval to consult with relevant 
stakeholders, businesses and communities.   
 
Members were advised that the purpose of the Growth Strategy was to create 
an environment where development can take place and create a climate of 
investment and development which would bring confidence from funding 
agencies. The plan needed to be flexible to respond to developments, 
particularly progress around devolution and combined authorities. It was noted 
that 2 local projects recently submitted had been well received by the LEP, 
namely, Goyt Bridge and Chapel en le Frith Employment Plan.   
 
Queries were raised regarding the resources available to support the actions 
outlined in the strategy and the need to continue to build relationships with the 
business community.   
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A number of projects outlined in the report were supported by members, 
particularly improvements for the A6 and the Gamesley Station Project.  The 
potential for re-opening the Buxton – Matlock rail link was also discussed, 
together with the need for rail providers to purchase land to provide additional 
car parking. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the report and actions undertaken so far be noted; 

 
2. That the Executive be recommended to approve the Draft Growth Strategy 

for the purposes of public consultation. 
 

16/44 PROCUREMENT STRATEGY – UPDATE ON PROGRESS WITH 
IMPLEMENTATION 

 (Agenda item 8) 
 
 The Committee considered a report which provided an update on progress 

with implementation of the Council’s Procurement Strategy. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Executive be recommended to: 

1. Note the progress made with the implementation of the Procurement 
Strategy as summarised in section 8 of the report; 

2. Agree the update of the procurement forward plan as detailed in section 9 
and Appendix 1;  

3. Request that the Constitution Sub-Committee undertakes a review of the 
Procurement Procedure Rules; 

4. Agrees that progress with the implementation of the procurement plan be 
included in the quarterly performance and financial review reports. 

 
16/45  CUSTOMER ACCESS STRATEGY 
  (Agenda item 9) 
 

The Committee considered the Customer Access Strategy which set out the 
rationale, transaction information, research, evidence and proposals to move 
the Council forward with the channel shift agenda. 
 
It was suggested that more use be made of the neighbourhood offices at 
Gamesley and Fairfield by customers wishing to complete e-claim forms and 
the timing of the development of the new web and CRM was discussed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Executive be recommend to approve the Strategy. 

 
16/46  CUSTOMER SERVICES PROCUREMENT 
  (Agenda item 10) 
 

The Committee considered a report which sought approval to proceed with 
the procurement of the self service systems and solutions to meet the 
objectives of the Council’s Customer Access Strategy. 



Corporate Select Committee 
Tuesday 19 January 2016 
 


 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the proposals for the procurement routes and the way forward as 
outlined in the report be supported and the Executive be recommended to 
approve the same. 

 
16/47  SELECT COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMMES 
  (Agenda item 11) 
 

It was noted that a meeting of the Asset Management Sub-Committee would 
be held in due course, once relevant information was available. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Select Committee Work Programmes be noted. 
 
SUMMARY OF EXEMPT ITEMS 

 
16/48  EXEMPT MINUTES 
  (Agenda item 14) 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
  That the exempt minutes of the meeting held on 30 November 2015 be noted. 
 
16/49  PROCUREMENT OF CCTV MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
  (Agenda item 15) 
  

The Committee considered a report regarding the selection of a contractor to 
supply maintenance services for the council’s CCTV systems and made 
recommendations to the Executive. 
 

 
The meeting concluded at 7.40 p.m. 
 
 
 
CHAIR 
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